Alpha-methylenation/Diels-Alder tandem reaction promoted by ammonium salts generated in situ from secondary-tertiary diamines and alkoxymethyl chlorides.
A simple one-pot synthesis of spiranones from cycloketones and dienes promoted by an ammonium salt generated in situ from diamine and alkoxymethyl chloride through a tandem alpha-methylenation/Diels-Alder reaction is described.